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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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It is exciting, and to many that makes it edifying.  The Corinthians preferred excitement, too; they valued speaking in tongues above other spiritual gifts.


     Paul disagreed.  He noted that speaking in tongues only marginally edified the speaker, and without an interpreter it was of no benefit to the congregation at all (vv. 4-19).  In fact, it could get in the way of real edification.  To the extent that an uninterpreted tongue speaker occupied the assembly, edification was lost.  Why?  Because he taught nothing. To Paul, prophecy is what edified but a straight forward communication of God’s revelation is far more beneficial.  It tells both saints and sinners what God requires of them.


     The Corinthians were childish in their preference for the amusing over the useful (v. 20).  Let us not make the same mistake.  While emotion has an essential place in worship, remember, emotion is the product of genuine edification, not an end in itself to be achieved by whatever novelty one devises.





Frank Himmel





     I received a statement on “Diversity Education” the other day from the principal of my daughter’s middle school.  It said, “Educators have an obligation to combat intolerant attitudes among students.”  The program contains “prejudice reduction strategies” and is designed to “promote the understanding of racial, cultural, religious, gender, physical, and personal diversity through activities that foster fairness, build empathy, and encourage the appreciation of both differences and similarities among people.”  Tolerance lessons will be “infused into existing curriculum.”  In a “pluralistic society,” the principal concluded, the goal is “to help students gain greater awareness, appreciation and respect for the cultures and beliefs of those from different backgrounds.”


     As I read the principal’s message, red flags went up.  It’s not that I am opposed to multicultural “understanding” (1 Corinthians 9:20-22).  There is no question that awareness of and sensitivity toward differences is a noble aspiration.  Wd do live in an increasingly diverse society…Curtis Pope quipped, “I do not remember an Abdullah, Ali, or Saroja on many of the Little League teams I was on, but my children have had those names cheered at their games” (Jenkins, ed., A Place to Stand, 120).  In many respects, God is sending the people of the world to our doorsteps, which adds vigor to our society and gives Christians new opportunities to preach the gospel.


      But this is precisely what the new preachers of tolerance do not want us to do.  Recognition of other “beliefs” (religions) and personal orientations (e.g., homosexuality) is one thing.  Acceptance is another thing entirely.  In the new climate, “America is sick of 








2.  The tolerance gospel is self-contradictory.  Undergirding the open acceptance of (alternative), the apostle Paul writes, “and, although they know the ordinance of God, but those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty lifestyles” and contradictory religious claims is the belief that truth is relative or unattainable.  This affirmation, however, is illogical.  Postmodernists tell there is no way to arrive at absolute truth, but can they be absolutely sure?  They may absolutize this belief, but in so doing, they are claiming the very right they deny to those who oppose them.


 3.  Everyone reserves the right to convince others of his core beliefs.  When we are accused of bigotry for suggesting that Jesus is the only way to God (John 14:6; Acts 4:12), we would do well to remember the passionate fervor with which feminists and homosexual advocates advance their agendas.  Is the Great Commission an imperialistic intrusion, while the pluralistic acceptance of contradictory beliefs is humane?  As Daniel Taylor says, “If I have a life-saving medicine and don’t share it, I am selfish and properly condemned.  What am I to do if I believe I have a life-saving message?”  (Taylor 47).  Once again, relativists are denying to others a right they claim for themselves.


4.  There is no other option open to us.  At the end of a list of vices which includes false religion (idolatry) and warped behavior (including homosexuality) approval to those who practice them” (Romans 1:32).  This “hearty approval” of sin is what we must never give.  We may be accused of bigotry, but in reality there is no greater bigotry than a narrow-minded refusal to heed the revelation of God.








					





The Gospel of Tolerance


By Mike Wilson








intolerant people, and it’s not going to tolerate them anymore” (Daniel Taylor, “Are You tolerant?  Should You Be?”  


( Christianity Today). Colly Caldwell writes, “We have fought Catholicism, denominationalism, and institutionalism…But I daresay those issues do not threaten your children now as much as the philosophies of their peers regarding social mores and attitudes toward the Truth.  Your children face unbelievable pressures.  These new challenges attack their very way of thinking” (Jenkins 11).


     It is no longer fashionable to argue that truth is absolute (John 17:17), that God is “one” (Deuteronomy 6:4), and that in religion there is but “one Lord” and “one faith” (Ephesians 4:5).  In many respects, the new multiculturalism is a throwback to the days of the first century church:  “For even if there are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many gods and many lords, yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things, and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him” (1 Corinthians 8:5-6).


     How should we respond to those who condemn us of intolerance because of our belief in the Bible?  Here are a few points to keep in mind:


1.  No one tolerates everything.  If you want to know whether a liberal diversity advocate is really tolerant, ask him what he thinks of social and religious conservatives.  You might get a very intolerant answer!  Their agenda, and their list of intolerable “sins” may be different, but even the staunchest situationists condemn racists and murderers of homosexuals.  The question is not whether everything should be tolerated, but where the line is drawn, and how one determines that line.


 that line.








Edification





    Referring to our worship assemblies, 1 Corinthians 14:26 commands, “Let all things be done for edification.”  To fulfill that requirement we must first understand it.


     The verb translated edify literally means to build a house; it is commonly so used in the New Testament (e.g., Matthew 7:24).  Thayer explains the spiritual usage:  “Since both a Christian church and individual Christians are likened to a building or temple…those who, by action, instruction, exhortation, comfort, promote the Christian wisdom of others and help them to live a correspondent life are regarded as taking part in the erection of that building.”


    ( I Corinthians 14) makes it clear that edification is one purpose of worship but certainly not the only one.  Not only is the church to be edified (vv. 5, 12), but also anyone who may visit with us (vv. 23-25).


     Edification is often linked to feeling, and feeling is usually the product of sensory stimulation.  That explains why so many churches have singing groups, bands, theatrics, special lighting, clapping and swaying, emotional speakers, and upbeat sermon content.               Cont on Page 3  





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood;  Ron Wood; Jack and Joyce 


Green; Jeremy Green; Elaine Clem; Her 


parents also; Chris Jackson; Emily Clark’s 


Grandmother.  Mary Scott; Rachel Norman;


 June Guyton; James Adams; Donna 


Simmons’ mother.  Steve Huff’s mother; 


Dion Clark’s mother; Annette Rogers;


 Donny Gilbert; Courtney Quinn; mother 


battling cancer; Rhonda Ditter; Denise 


Bowman’s mother; Donnie Harper; The Horat


family  Sam Adams  and family; Also remember 


Debbie Adams’ mother. Mary Scott recovering


 from knee replacement surgery.


Remember all of our babies and little ones. 


Be sure to see Anna Tramell’s email for more 


Detail on others who need our prayers. 








____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Joe Phillips


Read Scripture--- Patrick Miles


 Song Leader----Michael Burke


Lord's Supper—Roger Pink 


   Asst. 1-----Kaleb Keenan 


   Asst. 2-----Scotty Porter


   Asst. 3-----Grant Hicks 


   Asst. 4-----Mark Robinson


   Asst. 5-----Garrett Douthitt


2nd Prayer---Ryan Pink


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Jeff Lentz 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Drew Bowman


Read Scripture---Bill Scott


Song Leader---Steve Huff


2ed Prayer-----David Ditter


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper—Collins Boakye


Announcements—Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Anthony Lynch


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Ken Gay


 Invitation---Dion Clark 


Closing Prayer---Phil Schmidt


___________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please 


call Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677 


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














